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So far, therefore, as the British Empire is concerned,
the essential stages are as follows :
(1)  1772, Lord Mansfield's judgment decided that
slavery could not exist on the soil of England.
(2)  The  Slave Trade was  abolished so far as
British subjects and persons living in British terri-
tory were concerned by the Act of 1807, which was
made  effective in  1814 by  declaring  that   Slave
Trade offences were to be regarded as piracy,
(3)  The Act  of  1833  abolished the  status  of
slavery throughout the Empire.  A Protectorate, such
as Sierra Leone Protectorate, is not strictly speaking
British territory, but  slavery has been abolished
there by the recent Ordinance.
We may fairly claim, therefore, that the final
chapter in the history of slavery under the British
flag has been written. What is important to under-
stand is that we have not been content with legis-
lative declarations, but have devised practical means
by which the declarations of the law can be safe-
guarded and enforced. Most of the other great
nations of the world have followed our example, and
the Temporary Slavery Commission of the League
of Nations opened its report to the League with a
summary of the legal position in different countries-
In the course of this summary the Commission
said :
" The legality of the status of slavery is not recognised
in any Christian State (mother-country, colonial depend-
encies and mandated territories) except Abyssinia.''